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SAPES is a regional organization of the national Philosophy of Education Society. 
Our aims are. . . 
  

➢ To promote the fundamental philosophical study of education 
➢ To promote the philosophical treatment of the problems and issues of 

education through the opportunities afforded by annual meetings 
➢ To advance and improve teaching and scholarship in the philosophy of 

education in schools for the education of teachers and other educators 
➢ To cultivate fruitful working relationships in philosophy of education among 

educators, educational philosophers, and philosophers in general 
➢ To encourage promising students in the field of philosophy of education 

 
 
 



 
 
Thursday, February 15, 2018 
6:00 - 8:00 pm:  Pre-Conference Social 

Let’s gather at the The Public House Wine Shop, 1102 N Main St #101, High Point, NC 27262 (just 
next to the J. H. Adams Hotel on Main Street)  
We'll have a wine tasting with appetizers and bottles of selected wines, provided by the SAPES Board, 
beginning at 6:30 pm.  Parking is behind the shop and dress is casual.  

 
 

 
Friday, February 16, 2018 
7:30 am - 8:15 am:  Registration --  Stout School of Education Lobby 
Light Breakfast -- Stout 220 
Parking is available in the lot adjacent to Congdon School of Health Sciences/Wilson School of Pharmacy. A 
map of campus is provided on the last page of the program.  
 
All sessions will take place in Stout School of Education.  
 
Stout 220 will be open throughout the day to SAPES participants, with coffee and snacks available. 
Attendees are welcome to utilize the lounge areas on the first floor, including the lobby and the Education 
Resource Center.  Restrooms are located on each floor.  The nearest unisex restrooms are located in Congdon 
School of Health Science (exit Stout SOE at the front entrance and Congdon is the building on your right.)  
 
Please be aware that High Point University has a strict policy against tobacco use on campus.  
 
SESSION I 
8:30 - 9:45 AM 
 
A:  Stout 120 
 

● Post-Secular Educational Leadership in an Age of Religious Pluralism, Allie Blosser, PhD, High Point 
University; Rev. Joe Blosser, PhD, High Point University. 
ABSTRACT: The purpose of this paper is to propose a philosophical framework to guide school leaders 
who find themselves in a “post-secular” context of “religious pluralism.” This context demands an 
approach to leadership that affirms the diversity of religious beliefs present in our schools, the influential 
role religion plays in the identity and actions of many educators, and does this without making people feel 
coerced, denigrated, or as outsiders to an established school culture.  
 

● Peacemaking Circles and Restorative Justice Education, Daniel Rhodes, PhD, LCSW, University of NC at 
Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT: Utilizing the Peacemaking Circle process in the classroom we are breaking up the 
non-dialogical and “primitive utilitarianism” of the classroom setting which is based on rigid, inflexible 
structure and guidelines of the classroom and its setting. Whereas the standard classroom in the university 
setting creates passivity, Mark Umbreit notes (2011), “Peacemaking circles are based on the process of 
dialogue, relationship building, and the communication of moral values in order to promote accountability, 
healing, and compassion through community participation in resolving conflicts.” (p. 86). 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https://maps.google.com/%3fcid%3d18055709381181157082&c=E,1,PVK5femLD22SIoo6l_Kd83ACXyJCtqKk4_V4maCUrRu7hxhG4Dnbhc2Yzu2JN5XD-yVVOYpwd3Txb3mGWQfn6I9VG1yqxAEVgEATYBqBbWG-WBlBCy12-A,,&typo=1


● Free Speech and the University, David V. Ward, PhD, Widener University. 
ABSTRACT: This paper examines issues of free speech on college campuses, with special focus on whether 
certain kinds of controversial or even offensive speech on campuses should be regulated or blocked. Is 
some speech (that of some alt-right speakers, for example) simply so dangerous and/or offensive that it 
should not be protected? Are the traditional arguments in favor of unrestricted speech adequate to the 
current situation? 

 
B:  Stout 128 
 

● Social Justice in the Burbs: The Possibilities of Deweyan Democratic Education, Bryan P. Arnold, Virginia 
Commonwealth University; Kurt Stemhagen, PhD, Virginia Commonwealth University.  
ABSTRACT: Social Justice is particularly fraught and does not seem to be in the best interest of many of 
those living and attending suburban schools, particularly as many come from privilege, both class-wise 
and in terms of race and ethnicity. We consider whether certain kinds of social justice education, critical or 
democratic, are more suitable for the particular context of suburban public schools. In order to satisfy both 
the palatability and the substantive criteria needed in the suburban context, we offer a democratic 
education based in Dewey’s ideas of what we call Deweyan indirectness and the focus on the reciprocal 
relationship(s) between individuals, small publics, and society as a whole (Dewey, 1916). 

 
● From Individual Critical Citizens to Collective Critical Community Members: Decolonizing Critical 

Pedagogy through Critical Community Building Praxis, C. M. Dominguez, University of NC at 
Greensboro; Silvia C. Bettez, University of NC at Greensboro.  
ABSTRACT: While critical pedagogical scholars acknowledge social responsibility, pubic considerations 
and the social and structural embeddedness of people, they often put forth an understanding of critical 
pedagogical praxis that, in many ways, frames critical consciousness terms that, unintentionally, further 
the neoliberal project and dominance of “imperialist white supremacist capitalist patriarchy” (hooks, 
1997, p. 7). This paper is part of our effort to decolonize both the philosophical perspectives and the praxis 
of critical pedagogy. In this paper we analyze and challenge the limiting and unintentionally colonizing 
framing present in the language and practices in some of the literature of critical pedagogy by 
thinking/writing/moving with existing feminist and anti-racist critiques of critical pedagogy. We then, as 
part of our effort to decolonize both the philosophical perspectives and the praxis of critical pedagogy, 
offer critical community building as a praxis orientation that can further the critical pedagogical project of 
engaging education as a liberatory praxis for a more socially just world, exploring, in particular, its 
anti-imperial and decolonial components. 
 

● Robo-Tutors: Should We Harness the Power of Artificial Intelligence to Improve Student Writing and 
Enhance Human-to-Human Writing Instruction? Allison Walker, High Point University. (Abstract 
pending) 

 
C:  Stout 266 
 

● Boys Town: "There is No Such Thing as a Bad Boy", Pamela Shelagh Fitzpatrick, PhD, The University of 
Mount Olive and Orange County Schools. 
ABSTRACT: Why was Boys Town such an important institution when it opened in 1917? Why is it one of 
the, or the, best residential facility for homeless and wayward children in the world? Who was Edward 
Flanagan, and how can his philosophy of educating the whole child inform educators today? In this paper, 
I will highlight both the educational structure of Boys Town and the myriad ways Flanagan demanded 



children in need be treated not only with compassion, regardless of race, religion, country of origin or 
social class, but with the best education and the best home.  

 
● Receiving the gift of community: doctoral writing group as a pedagogical space, Shelley Sizemore, Dr. 

Silvia C. Bettez, Leslie A. Locklear, H. Lauren Phillips, Shareese Castillo, University of NC at Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT:  In our positionality as teachers, scholars, and students, we are deeply familiar with what 
Levinson calls “belatedness,” and we find in both our teaching and scholarship a startling lack of space 
(both physical and metaphorical) in which we can problematize and process our work with colleagues and 
faculty who care about us as human beings and are invested in the ‘setting right of the world’ to the extent 
that we are through the enactment of social justice. As graduate students sharing an adviser, we have 
received Biesta's gift of being 'taught-by' through the community building in our bi-weekly writing group 
where the gifts of feedback and active listening have emerged through the cultivation of a critical 
community (Bettez, 2011). Our paper conceptualizes this critical community that centers active listening, 
critical feedback, and embodied scholarship in its design and execution. 
 

● Character Education for Social Action: Conceptualizing and Cultivating a Habit of Social Action, 
Cameron B. Silverglate, Wake Forest University. 
ABSTRACT: Governments, universities, and non-profit organizations have recently sought to encourage 
service and social action among young adults. While valuable, many of these efforts lack an explicit 
conceptual framework for cultivating an enduring habit of service. This paper argues that an Aristotelian 
account of character education can supply the developmental framework needed to conceptualize and 
cultivate sustainable social action. To illustrate, we draw on a case study of #iwill, a UK campaign that 
encourages youth social action. We show how an Aristotelian account can offer valuable conceptual 
resources for encouraging reflective, sustainable, and impactful social action. 

 
 
SESSION II 
10:00 - 11:15 AM 
 
A:  Stout 120 
 

● When STEM and STEAM Really Mean ABC: A Democratic Critique of “Anything but Civics” Schools, 
Kurt Stemhagen; Kathy Hytten. 
ABSTRACT: Recently some STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) schools have 
become STEAM schools (with arts as the fifth focus area). While we laud the addition of the arts, we are 
nonetheless wonder, what about civics? By adding the arts, it’s as if virtually the whole curriculum has 
been reconstituted excluding only its explicitly democratic-civic facets leading to our coining the label 
"ABC schools": anything but civics. We discuss the rise of ABC schools, trouble their tendency toward 
individualistic and narrowly economic orientations, and discuss strategies for reinfusing a democratic 
mission and vision into education (both within and beyond STEM/STEAM schools).  

 
● The Importance of Big Ideas and Philosophical Literacy in Leadership Development, David Hostetler, J.D., 

M.A., M.A.T.S., Appalachian State University. 
ABSTRACT: Education is inherently value-oriented and fundamentally philosophic in objectives and 
intended results; it is idea-driven. Education's primary aims should, therefore, be clearly identified, 
considered, and implemented through specific educational priorities, policies, and practices. Of all people, 
educational leaders should be adequately knowledgeable and conversant in such matters. Many are not. 



This session will briefly present key issues and offer specific suggestions for addressing them in leadership 
preparation.  

 
 
B:  Stout 128 
 

● Confronting Racial Classification in Education: Obstacles for Mexican Immigrant Families in Bolivar 
County, Mississippi (1920-1930), Beth Meyer, M.A., University of NC at Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT: Historically, issues of race, class and citizenship have profoundly influenced the educational 
opportunities and experiences of minorities in the United States.  In the 1920’s, Mexican immigrants who 
came to the Mississippi Delta region with the promise of opportunity, faced obstacles that impeded their 
social mobility. Careful analysis of the literature surrounding a 1926 school board ruling in Bolivar 
County, Mississippi that used racial classification as an obstacle for Mexican families’ access to white 
schools for their children shows the struggles they faced as they tried to integrate white society.  

 
● Queer in the Age of Trump? Engaging Queer, Inclusive, and Provocative Pedagogies, Jay Poole, PhD, 

University of NC at Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT:This paper explores provocative and inclusive pedagogies within the context of queer 
approaches to education through an exploration of Nikos Giannopoulos' actions in the photo taken with the 
US President and First Lady in April 2017. Giannopoulos' provocative action opens opportunities to 
consider how one may engage in teaching through inclusion and provocation - contextualized here as 
queer pedagogical approaches - at a time when reactionary ideals are prolific. 
 

● Diversity Beyond the Numbers: Enacting Agency for Racially Equitable Change at a PWI, Brandy S. 
Bryson, Ph.D, Appalachian State University; Nickolas Jordan, Ph.D, Appalachian State University.  
ABSTRACT: PWIs continue to struggle to address campus racial climates and inequities despite a stated 
commitment to “increasing diversity.” Committed to social justice and the elimination of institutional 
racism, this emancipatory activist-research highlights the experiences of students of Color and their allies 
at a selective PWI; discusses the students’ (and supporters’) approaches to demanding change; and shares 
a list of 33 recommendations created by this group for the Chancellor’s Commission on Diversity to move 
the institution beyond “diversity” as merely the presence of racial difference.  
 

C:  Stout 266 
 

● Learning to Listen: How Mindfulness Practices in Schools Can Support Democratic Habits, Elizabeth 
Baker, University of NC at Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT: Democracy is a work in progress, and in order for democracy to be effective, citizens must 
cultivate habits that promote justice and equity within a society.  Within this framework of democracy, I use 
this paper to explain the habits that are vital to democratic education and argue that mindfulness practices 
such as breathwork, meditation, and yoga can support these democratic habits. Through learning 
mindfulness techniques, practitioners learn how to be a part of a process, how to become socially aware of 
others, and how to be a part of the larger democratic conversation that values diversity and equity. 

 
● The New Undergraduate: Student as "Stranger", Dr. Sheryl J. Lieb, University of NC at Greensboro. 

ABSTRACT: Borrowing from Maxine Greene’s (1973) seminal work, Teacher as Stranger, I propose a 
philosophical inquiry into the emergence of a stranger identity for the new undergraduate student 
previously trained via neoliberal (K-12) schooling. Based on my recent experiences teaching freshmen, I 
have noted their collective estrangement from a conception of deep, authentic learning which, I suggest, 



represents an estrangement from themselves as independently thinking subjects. With STEM and all things 
technological (including artificial intelligence and robotics) laying claim to our educational and cultural 
values, is it even possible for humanistic educators to inspire undergraduate students to trade the “student 
as stranger” identity for that of an authentically deep learner?  

11:30-12:15 -- Business Meeting of all SAPES Members -- Webb Conference Center Ballroom 
Please join us for a brief business meeting to discuss next year’s conference location, elect officers for open 
positions, and discuss publication of the first edition of our online journal. 

 
Webb Conference Center is located just a short walk behind the Stout SOE.  Directional signs will be posted. 
 
12:30 - 2:00 -- Lunch and Keynote Speaker --  Webb Conference Center Ballroom  

 
SESSION III 
2:15- 3:30 PM 
 
A:  Stout 120 
 

● Disrupting Injustice by Creating a Community of Black Youth as Public Intellectuals: Student-Mentees 
Narrate Strategies to Improve Their Schools and Advance Social Justice, Dara Nix-Steenson, PhD and 
Elbert Jay Hawkins III, M.A., Southwest Guilford High School. 
ABSTRACT: Drawing from our experience working with African American youth involved in mentoring 
programs at their high school, we’ve observed that the most effective mentoring is conditional, 
individualized according to interests and needs, and culturally relevant. This observation has caused us to 
not only look at mentoring African American youth as a strategy for disrupting the school-to-prison 
pipeline, but also as an opportunity to position African American youth as public intellectuals. Therefore, 
in this paper, we explore the ways in which African American youth have utilized their mentoring 
relationship to deploy strategies for improving their school and advancing social justice. 

 
● African American Intellectual Thought and Pedagogical Spaces: Teaching for Liberation, Robert E. 

Randolph, Jr., MA - College of Arts, Humanities, & Social Sciences, Department of English, North 
Carolina A&T State University, Greensboro, NC, Oliver M. Thomas, MDiv - The School of Education, 
Department of Educational Leadership and Cultural Foundations, The University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro, NC. 
ABSTRACT: Robert will discuss his approach to designing and implementing a new course for the English 
Department at North Carolina A&T State University. The Poetics of Black Sexuality course was designed 
to increase inclusivity of authors and subjects, to foster a pedagogical space to push the boundaries and 
limits of "respectability," and to engage students in discussions and assignments that promote personal and 
communal identity frameworks. Oliver will discuss how he has used two ostensibly different schools of 
thought - critical pedagogy and black liberation theology - to envision a theoretical approach for engaging 
students in a process of learning to think and act freely as responsible members of society and to support 
them as they develop a foundation for thoughtful, reflective participation in the world.  
 
 

● How social inequality “embodies” racial biology: re-imagining race as a social construct, and its 
implications for the race-and-intelligence-debate, Michael D. Cauthen, Senior Lecturer, in UNCG's 
African American and African Diaspora Program. 



ABSTRACT: A more nuanced conceptualization of race-as-a-social-construct is needed to take into 
consideration how social inequality impacts “race” so that it becomes literally “embodied” in the 
biological well-being, and ‘constitution’ of racialized groups, and individuals.  

 
 
 
B:  Stout 128 
 

● Postmodernism, Feminism, and History, Kim Bowman, Virginia Commonwealth University. 
ABSTRACT: Over the last few decades, the ideology of feminism and the discipline of history have engaged 
postmodernism in different ways. In this paper, I posit that the feminist approach has been more successful 
at considering what their work can gain from a partnership with postmodernism. I conclude by using 
feminism as a model for reimagining the relationship between history and postmodernism.  
 

● Material Feminisms, Ecology and Bower’s Concepts of Language, Cultural and Relational Thinking, 
Audrey Dentith, PhD, Appalachian State University.  
ABSTRACT: This paper reflects on the enduring contributions of the work of Chet Bowers to the field of 
curriculum studies and environmental education through the lens of material feminism. Materialist feminist 
theories are used to critique globalization and to argue for a move beyond a focus on culture, language 
and discourse. These theories argue that the materialist trend aligns with the critique of language and 
culture introduced by Bowers and I call for a post-humanist ethics attuned to the complexity of our era. 
 

● Towards a Theorization of the Analogue, Eric Klein, Ed.D. Candidate, Appalachian State University. 
 ABSTRACT: A pause in the rush to digitize all things education, this paper presents an initial effort to 
theorize “the analogue” as both an educational experience and a paradigmatic framework for analysis. As 
a starting point, I will frame educational digitization as a mechanism of neoliberalism and analogue 
practices as sites of resistance to neocolonialist corporate capitalism. Educational literature has given very 
little attention to the analogue as a framework; therefore, it’s my hope that this mapping will raise many 
more questions than it answers. 

 
 
C:  Stout 266 
 

● Redefining the Relationship Between Teacher Agency and Professional Development, Brionna Nomi, 
Virginia Commonwealth University.  
ABSTRACT: While it can be argued that professional development efforts contribute to the maintenance 
and growth of the teaching profession, it can also be argued that they serve to undermine teacher expertise 
and agency, and therefore the idea of teacher professionalism. While predominant models of professional 
development contribute to teacher disempowerment, this need not be the case. In this paper, I argue that 
restructuring existing professional development approaches to not only acknowledge, but also incorporate 
teacher agency, can move teachers closer to claiming their professional status.  

 
● Morally-Engaged Teaching: A Pedagogy of Empty Hands, Colleen Thomas, University of NC at 

Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT: Levinas saw the humanist foundations of modern education as a crisis, first in that humanism 
normalizes humanity, thus excluding those who do not meet the norm, and second in its inability to 
acknowledge each human being’s uniqueness, creating interchangeable humans. Consequently, humanism 
in education informs what a child can become, denying newcomers the opportunity to re-imagine our 



understanding of what it means to be human, instead thinking of each child as a copy of the next. Instead, 
as Biesta suggests, in morally-engaged teaching, on the one hand, the teacher is “empty-handed” and on 
the other, the student walks away “empty-handed.”  

 
● Queering assessment in higher education, Matthew Thomas-Reid, Vachel Miller, Appalachian State 

University. 
ABSTRACT: This paper attempts to expose the heteronormative proclivities of assessment discourses in 
higher education. How do assessment discourses “box in” pedagogical sensibilities, so that the thousand 
shifting ways teachers intuit what’s working are reduced to an impoverished set of static forms? At another 
level, this paper begins to imagine what a queered assessment practice might look like and feel like from an 
embodied stance. How might an alternative imaginary of assessment shape relations of teacher, student, 
knowledge, and institutional authority? 

 
 
SESSION IV 
3:45- 5:00 PM 
 
A:  Stout 120 
 

● Age & Aging in the Entrepreneurial University: A philosophical Inquiry, Glenn M. Hudak. 
ABSTRACT: This presentation will trace the categories of "age" and "aging" within the context of an 
entrepreneurial school of education. As a philosophical inquiry the study will draw on Arendt's concept of 
nataility, as well as the work of Hubert Dreyfus on disclosing new worlds. Together the aim is to explore 
age and aging as a lived coping practice, and uncover spaces for one to be a "world discloser." 

 
● Taking Neoliberalism to School, Dr. William J. Carpenter, High Point University.  

ABSTRACT: This presentation clarifies and critiques the socio-economic processes that put higher 
education on shaky ground, ethically and financially. It starts by framing the current situation in the 
concept of neoliberalism, the dominant economic theory of the past 40 years. The second half of this 
presentation will outline possible liberatory pedagogies that confront the pressures of neoliberalism 
productively and lay firm groundwork for radical changes to higher education. 
 

● Challenging Neoliberalism: Why We Must Revisit and Renew the Civic Purposes of Higher Education, 
Justin W. Massey, University of NC at Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT: This paper explores the concept of neoliberalism and the effects of neoliberal values within 
higher education. Through this exploration, the author calls for educators and scholars to refocus their 
attention and efforts to the civic purposes of higher education. This paper concludes with recommendations 
for pushing-back and challenging the effects of neoliberalism at the institutional level.  

 
 
B:  Stout 128 
 

● De/compositional Movements: Critical Choreographies and Educational Philosophy, Caitlin M. Spencer, 
MFA, University of NC at Greensboro. 
ABSTRACT: This presentation will move between varied texts, as a kind of performative gesture towards 
what choreography may do, in and beyond the purview of dance studies. I am thinking composition and 
decomposition together, rather than imagining them as a binary or as terms to be held in hierarchical 
opposition where one of the two is the negative or aberration of the other. This presentation works in the 



affirmative of ongoing, layered movement between and amongst composition and decomposition so as to 
consider the ways in which complexity, undecidability, relation, and difference call bodily certainty into 
question and may shift approaches to teaching that may rely on static, standardized versions of bodily life, 
identification, and desire.  
 

● The Art of Democracy: Spoken-Word Poetry as a Means of Civic Engagement, Donovan Livingston, M.A., 
Ed.M.; Michael Lee, Ed.M. 
ABSTRACT: This collection of spoken word poems, is aimed at illustrating artistic, linguistic, and political 
(re)imaginings of American democracy. These oral, poetic recitations are designed to challenge 
anti-democratic commonplaces that characterize the experiences of historically marginalized groups in 
America; especially within the context of school. In so doing, we hope to model the ways in which spoken 
word poetry is used as a means for creating deliberative dialogue about issues of race, class, and systemic 
inequality.  
 

● What happens if: The power of imagination and science fiction in the classroom, Sarah E. Colonna, PhD, 
University of NC at Greensboro.  
ABSTRACT: What happens if we encourage students to imagine a fantastical future? The power of 
imagination is undeniable. So often, students are accepted to KNOW- a major, what they want to be when 
they grow up, what job they are working towards- but how can you know if you don’t explore? Like 
anything, learning to explore and question are skills that can be developed and this work will, through the 
lens of science fiction, give the students a chance to be curious. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


